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ACTS viii, 17. 
Then laid they their Hands on them, 
and they recerved the Holy Ghoſt. 


O U are now aſſembled 


Men and Brethren, Sons and 
Daughters of our Holy and 
Apoltolical Church of Ezelazd, 
eds partake of that bleſſed Spi- 
rit, that 15 herein communicated to all the 


the Divine Favour and Gracious Priviledge 
of a Commiſhon granted by the great Be- 
nefactor of Mankind to certain choſen Per- 
ſons, in order to ſupply his Abſence, when 
he himſelf ſhou'd be taken up into Heaven; 
and to carry on effectually the great Work 
of Man's Redemption: 

For as long as there 15 a Church on Earth, 
there muſt. be fitting Perſons ſeparated for 
this holy and heavenly Calling, whereunto 
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their great Lord and Maſter calls 'em, to 
take the Government and Overſight of his 
Flock, and exerciſe Authority in Chriſt', 
Stead: | | 

For what Wiſe Man builds a City, and 
leaves every Man in it to do what ſcemeth 
Good in his own Eyes? And is not the 
Church of God, call'd the City of God, the 
new Teruſalem, and ſhall Chriſt's King- 
dom be the only Kingdom in the World 
without Rule and without Government ? 
Nor can the chief Governour be without 
1nteriour Officers even whilſt he is molt pre- 
lent, much leſs when he is to take a Journey 
into a far Country ;* 

And therefore our Saviour is inquiring in 
ſuch a Caſe, who is that Po and wiſe Stew- 
ard whom his Lord (hail make Ruler over his 
Houfhold, to give them their portion of meat in 
due Seaſon, Luke xii. 42. 

Men are free perhaps to grant every 
thing we concend for in honour of the 
firſt Apoſtles; 

And I ſhall have little Occaſion to argue 
for the Authority of Peter and John the 
Apoſtles and Miniſters of Confirmation in 
the Text: 

But this untoward Generation are not ſo 
free to allow the Biſhops, the Prieſts, and 
Deacons of our own Days any Friviledgss, 
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to | whether Spiritual or Temporal, tho? it were 
his (as I am ſure too oft it is) to their own 
(Ps Hindrance, their own Deſtruction : 

I ſhould be wanting therefore to the Du- 
ty of this Day, the great and good Office of 
a Biſhop might be loſt upon you, and what 
I might further add in the Progreſs of this 
Diſcourſe, of the benefit of Confirmation 
fall to the Ground if I do not firſt 
prove, What is now to be the Foundation of 
all your Hope, and all your Faith in this 
Day's Performance, to wit, that the Biſhops 
of this Age have the ſame Office and Com- 
miſſion, the ſame Honour and Authority 
in every reſpect the ſame that the Apo- 
ſtles had; 

And doubt ye not, but believe that the 
holy Spirit, the bleſſed Comforter which our 
Saviour promiſed, does accompany theOffice 
of our preſent Biſhop, who comes to you as 
y the Succeſſor of an Apoltle, that is, a Meſ- 
le ſenger of Chriſt, and in Chrilt's Stead, and 

will be now as truly giv'n you in this 
Ee Sacred Ordinance adminiſter'd by the lay- 
e ing on of his Hands, as it was by the 
a | Apoſtles, tho? not viſibly, yet effectually, 

if not 1n the ſame miraculous Manner, yet 
to the ſame ſaving Purpoſe. 
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to eſtabliſh a Spiritual Dominion, and they 
who ſtick at nothing to make our Church 
Governors either deſpis'd ot var © are not 
alham'd to call this Apoſtalical Rite a Piece 


of Popery, the Noiſe of which is of late 


very artfully made ro run high againſt all 
that is Sacred, all that is Orthodox. 

From a Diſcourſe of this Kind Men tale 
Fire, and imagine, if we vindicate the A 
ſtolical, the Epiſcopal Office, we do but la. 
bour to eltabliſh an Authority this wiſer 
Age will never bear, and we may try, but 
in vain forſooth, to lord it over God's He- 
ritage. CITES 

But far be this from me, and alſo from 
my Brethren, who are calld not to preach 
themſelves, but Jeſus Chriſt ; ſuch an At- 
tempt the ſtubborn, the atheiſtical, the {chil 
matical, the ation wv Humour of the 
preſent Times, may well indeed defy; 

Such a ſpiritual Subjection might be pro- 
fitable for you inſtead of another Extreme, 
but is not for us, and we may better profit 
by what the Men of this Generation may 
falſly count our Loſs. 

This antiquated Romiſh Yoke, which our 
Enemies caſt us in the Teeth, and which 
they wou'd have Men believe for Self- Ends 
we are deſirous to introduce again, *twas 


the Biſhops and Clergy of the Church of 
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ENGLAND that chiefly kept it from your 
Necks , however fince ill requited and 
ſhamefully intreated, 

And whatever our Lot ſhall be, pray we 
that neither Popery nor arbitrary Power 
may ever find a Footing in this our Land of 
Milk and Honey, to wit, our Chriſtian Li- 
berty and our retorm'd Religion. 

Our Intereſt is more clofely united than 
you may imagine, our Advantage is mutual, 
however the Devil and his Agents are every 
Day dividing us, we are to watch for your 
Souls, and ſo help on your Salvation, and 
that helps on our own, and your receiving 
duly the ingrafted Word is Matter of Joy 
to us here, and will plead tor us in the great 
Day of Account. 

But to further your Salvation at this time, 
and agreeable to rhe preſent Occaſion of our 
aſſembling this Day, I ſhall in the Proſecu- 
tion of this Diſcourſe offer to your Conſide- 
ration theſe tollowing Particulars. 


iſt, I ſhall endeavour to ſhew that our 
bleſſed Saviour did inſtitute and ap- 
point an Order of Religious Perſons 
tor the Government of his Cuugcu, 
for the Work of the Miniſtry, for the 
editying the Body of Chrilt, to endure- 

to the End of the World: 
2aly, 
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2aly, I ſhall prove in the 2d place that 


the Office of Confirmation, by laying 
on of Hands, is an Apoſtolical Rite, of 


conſtant Uſage in the Church, and now 
devolv'd upon the Biſhops, as Succeſ. 
ſors of the Apoltles. 


3aly, I ſhall conſider the Benefit of Con- 
firmation. £9 


athly, J ſhall obſerve that the Office of : 
Biſhop is a worthy Work, and in what 


Veneration he ought to be accounted 
for his Work's Sake. 


5thly, and laſtly, I ſhall exhort you in 
the laft place that ye receive not th: 
Grace of God in vain. 


1//, Jam to ſhew that our bleſſed Savi- 
our did inſtitute and appoint an Order of 
Religious Perſons for the Government of 
the Church, tor the Work of the Miniſtry, 
for the edifying the Body of Chriſt, to en- 
dure to the End of the World. 

While the great Shepherd and Biſhop of 
Souls remain'd on Earth; he made it his Bu- 
ſineſs to diſcharge the Office of a faithful 
Paſtor ; and to carry on the Salvation of 
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Mankind when he ſhould aſcend unto his 
Father, he commits the Government of the 
Church to his Apoltles, and gives them, 
together with Diſciples of an interior Stati- 
on, the ſame Power which he himſelf had 
received and executed in his own Perſon. 
As my Father hath ſent me, even ſo ſend I you, 
John xx. 21. 

The Father hath given Power to the Son 
to forgive Sins, Matt. ix. 6. And Chritt ſays 
to his Apoſtles, John xx. 23. Whoſe Sins ye 
remit, ſhall be remitted unto them. The Fa- 
ther gave Keys unto the Son, as Enfigns of 
his abſolute Power and Dominion, 1/az. xxii. 
22, So the Son gave the Keys to his Apo- 
ſtles, Matth. xvi. 19. 

The Father made the Son the Foundati- 
on or chief Corner Stone, Matth. xx1. 42. 
the Son plac'd his Apoſtles next to him, ye 
are built upon the Foundation of the Apo- 
ſtles and Prophets. 

And that there miglit be daily added to 


the Church ſuch as {ſhould be ſav'd, the 


Apoſtles, who had the Rule over it, choſe 
Fellow - Labourers and Aſſiſtants in the 
Work of the Miniltry ; and for a Supply of 
Mortality, took care to ordain others: to 
ſucceed in their Office, and for whole En- 
couragement Chriſt declares in the 28th of 


Matth. v. 20. And lo I am with you alway, 
B even 
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even unto the End ef the World. Which 
Promiſe of our Saviour muſt neceſſarily ac. 
company the Succeſſors of dying Apoltles, 
who were to be delegated by them as they 
were by Chritt, and ſo on A ge, 75 
dis till the Confummation of all things. 

And to prevent the many Inconvenien- 
cies and horrid Miſchiefs of an irregular 
and arbitrary aſſuming thoſe Powers, God 
has inſtituted, ordained, and continued 7 
vilible Way in his Church, by which we 
may by viſible Characters plainly diſcern 
our Spiritual Governors, to whom is com- 
mitted the Celebration of God's Service, the 
adminiſtring the holy Sacraments, the Pre. 
ſervation of Peace and Order, and the gui 
ding the People in the Way of Truth. 

To this End we find the Apoſtles by a 
ſtanding Rule and fettled Ceremony of hy. 
ing on of Hands, with Prayers for the Gift 
of the Holy Gholt, ſetting apart choſen 
Perſons for the Miniſtry, that there might 
be a continual Succeſſion of Paſtors and 
Teachers to rule and feed the Flock of their 
now ablent Lord, and be accountable to 
him, as Stewards for the Exerciſe of this 
their holy Calling. 

Hence we read Mathias was choſen into 
the Place of Judas, and he took his Biſhop- 
rick, Acts i. 20. Saul and Barnabas _ 
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the Death of James were added to the num- 
ber of the Apoſtles, A&#s xiii. 2. . 
And as trifling and mean a Ceremony as 
Impoſition of Hands may ſcem to lome 
Men, who have a Faculty of deſpiſing eve- 
ry . Ordinance of God, yet mutt it bear the 
Value God has ſtamp'd upon it, and is not 
to be meaſur'd by our Standard, but to be 
weiglyd in the Ballance of the Sanctuary. 
This is a Charter granted from Chrilt to 
which the Promiſe of his Prefence and all 
ſpiritual Bleſſing is annex'd, and you have 
no other ſure way of obtaining Salvation, 
but in and thro' theſe Means God has pre- 
ſerib'd to be adminiſter'd by fuch as have 
his Commiſſion in this regular appointed 
Manner. | 
What need Titus be left at Crete, and Ji. 
mothy at Epheſus to ordain, it thoſe that fan- 


| cied themſelves Gifted Men might become 


Teachers and Governours without Ordinatt- 
on and laying on of Hands? 

No doubt there were ſome Lay Men un- 
der the Law, that could Sacrifice or burn 
Incenſe as well as Aaron, tor Inſtance, U- 
ziah, but it pertain'd not to him, but only 
to the Prieſts the Sons of Aaron, that are 
Conſecrated to burn Incenſe; 2 Chro. 26. 18. 

And Uriah got a Leprofy to lus Death 
ſor meddling with it. 

B 2 That 
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That the Sin of Corah, Dathan, and Ali. 
ram may be now committed in the Goſpel i 
plain enough: Jude xi. where it is calbd 
the Gain- ſaying of Coral, to wit, againſt 1 
Goſpel Prieſt-hood, as his wag againſt the 
Prieſt-hood of the Law, Numb. xvi. 10. 

But being perſwaded that you who hear 
me this Day are already convinc'd that the 
Office of a Biſhop is all one with that of an 
Apoſtle, or which is the fame, that a Biſhop 
is alſo an Apoſtle (for thus believing are we 
now come together) I proceed with the 
more chearfulneſs, and greater brevity to 
ſhew in the Second Place. 


That the Office of Confirmation by lay- | 


ing on of Hands, is an Apoſtolical Rite of 
ancient Uſage in the Church, and devolv'd 


upon the Biſhops, as Succeſſors of the A. 
poſtles. 


The Church of England has declar'd Con- 
- firmation to be a Solemn, Ancient and Laud- 
able Cuſtom continued from the Apoſtles 
Times, and is perform'd by the Biſhops lay- 
ing on his Hands on Children that have 
been Baptiz'd and Inſtructed in the Cate- 
chiſm of Chriſtian Religion, and praying o- 
ver 'em, and bleſſing em. ' And that this 
was the Practice of the Apoſtles _— 
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from what is here recorded of their Acts 
in reſpect to the Samaritan Converts : 

For when the Apoſtles, ver. 14. of this 

Chapter which were at Jeruſalem, heard 
that Samariq had receiv'd the Word of God, 
they ſent unto them Peter and John, TWO of 
the Colledge of A poſtles; 
Who when they were come down, pray- 
ed for them, that they might receive the 
holy Ghoſt (for as yet he was fallen upon 
none of them) only they were Baptiz'd in 
the Name of the Lord ſeſus, then and not 
before, it follows, they laid their Hands on 
them and they receiv'd the holy Ghoſt. 

To this known Practice of the Apoſtles 
perform'd alſo by the Biſhops in ſucceeding 
Ages, the Writers of the Greek and Latin 


| Church give ample Teſtimony. 


St. Cyprian bears witneſs to the ſame Pra- 
ctice in his Days, as is here related to be 
done by the two Apoſtles in the Text. 

The fame thing, ſays he, is practis'd a- 
mong us, that they who are Baptiz'd in 
the Church, are preſented to the Governors 
of it, to wit, the Biſhops, that by our Pray- 
ers and Impoſition of Hands they may ob- 
tain the holy Ghoſt, and be pertected (or 
confirm'd) with the Seal of Chriſt. 

St. Jerom allows it to be a Catholick Cu- 
ſtom for the Biſhop to go Abroad, and lay 

| On 
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on his Hands, and pray for the Gifts of the 
Holy Gholt upon thole whom Prieſts and 
9 have already Baptiz'd in leſſer Y |. 
ages. 7 3930 

22 the Deacon we read, „ Baptiz d thc 
People of Samaria, yet did he not confirm, 
this was to be the Act of an Apoltle, and 
therefore you hear that Peter and John went 
to lay their Hands on them, whereby they 
might receive the Holy Ghoſt, which cou'd 
not be confer'd by Phillip or any other of an 
interior Order. 

Thus we find the Perfons laying on cf 
Hands, or confirming, muſt be no other 
than Apoſtles, or which is the fame, the 
Biſhops the Perſons to be confirm'd, ſuch as 
have been before Baptiz d, and laſtly, the 
Effect is the receiving the Holy Ghoſt. 

Which is the Benellt or Priviledge I come 
now to conſider in the Third Place. 

It you are perſwaded, as I truſt you are, 
that the Holy Ghoit was given by the laying 
on of the Hands of the Apoſtles, for the con: 
hrming of all thoſe who Believ'd and were 
baptiz'd,and that the fame Spirit is transfer'd 
by the Apoſtles to the Biſhops of our Church 
as their Succeſlors, (ſo call'd from a ſucceſſive 
laying on of Hands from the Apoſtles to the 
preſent Biſhops) and this is as certain as that 
our Saviour promis'd to be with the e 
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that is, with his Holy Spirit to accompa- 
ny the Apoſtolical Office to the End of the 
World, then may you be all aſſur'd this Day, 
that when the Biſhop, atter the Example 
of the Apoſtles, ſhall pray for you, and lay 
his Hand upon your Heads, that you may 
receive the Gifts and Graces of the Holy 
Spirit, this Epiſcopal, this Apoſtolical Per- 
formance, will be as effectual now as ever, 
if you be not wanting to your ſelves, to 
confirm you in the Faith and {ſtrengthen 
you in all Goodneſs. 
Do not imagine, that becauſe the Holy 
Ghoſt does not viſibly defcend, nor is at- 
tended with the Gifts of Tongues and Mi- 
racles, as at the Day of Pentecoſt, do not 
therefore ſay there is no Holy Ghoſt ; the 
ind bloweth where it liſteth, and as unac- 
countable is the Operation of the Spirit. 

There is not a Neceſlity now, as in the 
Infant State of the Church, tor extraordi- 
nary Gifts, it ſuffices that we have an in- 
ternal Grace communicated in the ordina- 
ry regular Way. 

We are to wait GOD's Bleſſing and his 
Holy Spirit in the ſtated Meaſures and fix d 
Methods of a ſettled Church, we mult re- 
ceive his Gifts by the Adminiſtration of his 
Miniſters rightly commiſſion'd and duly 
teat, and we have no Pretence by _ 

Other 
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other By-ways to the Divine Promiſe of 
the Spirit, and *tis in vain to ſeek GOD 
but where he has promis'd to be found. 

Men that contemn other Ordinances 
may flight this, their Carnal Apprehenſ. 
ons cannot fathom a Myſtery, and they 
are not able to conceive what laying on 
of Hands can ſignify, and fo they may be 
as ignorant of the Benefits confer'd by the 
ſprinkling of Water in Baptiſm, or the 
breaking of Bread and pouring out Wine 
in the other Sacrament. | 

But I hope from this ſeafonable afſem- 
bling of your ſelves better Things of you, 
and Things that accompany that Salvation 
you are now a working. 

To which End you come to ratify and 
confirm a Vow made for you in Baptiſm, 
and to enter your Perſonal Engagement 
before the Biſhop, who, as the Repreſen- 
tative of CHRIST, will receive you as 
Sheep into the Fold of the great Shepherd 
and Biſhop of Souls, and give you Power 
to be added to the Communion of the 
Church, which you could not be, With 
out at leaſt a Readineſs and Diſpoſition 
of Mind to be thus confirm'd, when an 
Opportunity ſhould offer, ſuch as God has 
put into the Heart of our Biſhop to afford 
you this Day, by letting you into the Pri- 
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vilege and Benefit of this holy Apoſtoli- 
cal Ordinance, to be pertorm'd by one of 
the higheſt Order in the Church of God, 
which muſt beget in our Minds the great- 
er Eſteem for an Office that none can 
meddle with but the Biſhops, as Succeſ- 


' fors of the Apoſtles, and which leads me 
to obſerve in the fourth place, 


That the Office of a Biſhop is a worthy 
Work, and in what Veneration he ought 
to be accounted for his Work's fake. 


Were Men but once - perſuaded of the 
great Truth that I have been aſſerting, 


| and which is as plain as any in Holy Writ, 
that according to a regular Apoſtolical Suc- 


ceſſion (which is the very Foundation of 
all our Chriſtian Performances) from 
Chriſt, the Founder of our Faith, to the 
preſent Times, the Biſhops, and by the 
laying on of their Hands, the interior 
Clergy , derive their Commiſſion , and 
claim the honourable Titles of being Mi- 
niſters of GO D, Miniſters of JESUS 
CHRIST, Miniſters of the New 'Te- 
ſtament, Ambaſſadors for Chrilt, Stewards 
of God, of the Myſteries of God, of the 
manifold Grace of God ; if, I fay, Men had 


any Senſe of Religion, they would pay 
5 | {ſome 
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ſome Deference to thoſe who are thus in 


Authority to ſpeak to them the Word of 


God, who have the Rule over 'em, and 
who watch for their Souls, a becoming 


Eſteem would always accompany their 


Perſons, who can fo effectually adminiſter 
to the Salvation of the Flock committed to 
them. ä 

And if the inferior Officers in Chriſt; 
Church claim a Reverence by virtue of the 
Commiſſion granted by the Biſhops, then 
how much greater Veneration mult be the 
Tribute due to the higheſt Order in our 
Church? And if any thing could be able 
to gain a ſuitable Reſpect, we have our 
Saviour's Declaration in this Caſe, He that 
reccrveth you receiveth me, and he that deſpi- 
ſeth you deſpiſeth me. And who is there that 
hates a Miniſter and contemns his. Order, 


but what will be -found a Man of no 


Religion ? | 
Do not ſay, that when the Clergy in- 
ſilt upon the Apoſtolical Miſſion, it is 
preaching up themſelves, the Neglect of 
it 15 rather a Fault too general. 
Modeſty may plead - for our Defect in 
this Particular, yet is it a Defe& when 
what we do in holy Things cannot other- 
wile have that Weight it would have, if 
you are but made to know that wy 15 
ne 
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done by the Authority of the Biſhop and his 
Clergy under him, is ratify'd and confirm'd 
in Heaven: 

And if an Officer under a Temporal 
Prince does wiſely to inſiſt upon the Diguity 


of his Commiſſion, why ſhall not the Mi- 


niſter of the King of Kings claim the Ho- 
nour due to his hoty Calling? And what 
Calling more honourable than that which 
miniſters to your Salvation, and 15 now, 
Chrilt is abſent, the only Inſtrument on 
Earth in Chriſt's Stead, of reconciling you 
to God? For tho? it is God only that torgi- 
veth Sins, yet confirmeth he the Word of 
his Servant, and periormeth the Counſel of 
his Meſſenger, Jaiab xliv. 25. Let a Man 
think what he pleaſe, thus he ought to 
think of the Miniſters of Chriſt. You have 
now a Biſhop of our Church, who after the 
Example of the great Apoltle, and according 
to the Advice he gave to 7imothy, takes heed 
to himſelf, and neglects not to exerciſe the 
Gift that is in him: | 
He comes to- do the Work of a Biſhop, 
which the ſame Apoſtle calls a worthy 
Work. 1 
He comes with all Authority to admit 
you into the Society of the Church, and 
all the Privileges of her Communion, to 
compleat by Confirmation what we the 
| <5 infert- 
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inferior Clergy have begun by Baptiſm, 
which being a Covenant made by others in 
your Name, you are now to ratify before 
him, who by a ſuperiority of Jurisdiction is 
over the Church of God in this Place. 

By the laying on of his Hands, you will 
be own'd as true Members of our Church, 
and 1t will be his Prayers and his Deſire, 
my Beloved that you continue ſo ſtedfaſt 
and immoveable, ſo as never to ſeparate 
from her by any AQ of Schiſm which his 
Soul abhorreth, and which ought to be ſo 
abominated by all the found Members of 
our Church. | 

He comes unto us as a Succeſſor of an A- 
poſtle, upon whom the Care of this and 
other Churches in this Dioceſs is devolv'd, 
and I may add in ſome Meaſure, the Care 
of all our Churches in another Capacity; 

But here I will not ofend, notwithſtand- 
ing, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks: of himſelf to his 
Corinthians, in his 2d. Ep. x. 8. Tho? I ho 
boaſt ſomewhat more of his Authority which the 
Lord hath given him for Ediſication, J ſhould 
have no ſhame. | 

Thus, as he who deſireth the Office of a 
Biſhop deſireth a worthy Work, ſo ought 


he, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, to be eſteem'd tor 
his Work's fake : - . | 
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And as we are to revere and honour 
the Apoſtolical, the Epiſcopal Inſtitution, 
which only has a Right to the Spirit that 
our Lord has promis'd,and which we are ſure 
attends thoſe who are thus duly Eommiſſion- 
ed, we cannot but lopk upon ſuch Men with 
as great contempt who pretend to the Spirit 
without this Commiſſion, who run and are 
not ſent, who adminiſter in Corners and 
Conventicles without Authority, only as 
they account a Toleration ſo, which does 
but- exempt from Penalties, and ſuffers a 


| Separation, as the Law of Moſes a Divorce 
| for the Hardneſs of Mens Hearts; and under 
this Cloak, Men aſſume an Honour to 


themſelves, which none ought to take, but 
he who is calPd-of God, as was Aaron, and 


yet how boldly ſhall a Mechanick from a 


Counter leap into a Pulpit, and uſurp the 
ſacred Office of a Preacher; ſure none that 
allows the true lineal Apoſtolical Succeſſion, 
but muſt think all Acts null and void that 
they do, who have not that Commiſſion, 
which can only give the Sanction, and make 
them valid. | | 

And what ſhall I ſay of thoſe who ſepa- 
rate from a Church that is Apoſtolical ? Sure 
a cauſeleſs Separation is an AQ of Schiſm, 
and a Sin no Law of Man can forgive, and 
nothing but the tenderneſs of an erroniaus 
8 Conſcience, 
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Conſcience, thro? invincible Ignorance, which Oppo! 
is and ought to be the Object of an Indul.ſyry'd in 
gence, can plead an excuſe before God, woll ders to P 


knows the Secrets of our Hearts; How 
But *tis hot enough for Men to ſeparate ti and cruc 
turn their Backs, but they mult recoil, theyſSchiſm * 
mult return with doubPd Fury. while A 
Sad *indeed is our Caſe, that amidſt al!Mcait her 
the Advantages of an eſtabliſh*'d Church, der the 
and the Declaration of his Majeſty (as w:ſWitand fa 
ſhall at all Times gratefully acknowledge than any 
any Royal Favour to the Church of Eg opery; 
who as God ſhall bleſs Her, and Kings pro Witances a 
tect Her, will be found the beſt ſupport many in 
Monarchy) we have notwithitanding, na This 
oaly- Hereſy and Schiſm to Combat with brmer 1 
but virulent Pamphlets every Day, tha It wa 
ſtrike at the Fundamentals of all Religion, thor, tha 
and whatever is Orthodox, is become te ices of 
Object of unreſtrain'd Malice, and inſulte can end 
hy Free- thinkers, Free- ſpeakers, and all t eme, 
Schiſmatical Gain-ſayers of this Age. that Pra 
Are we out of the reach of Heathen Tu ill- nat 
bunals? And are there no other Perſecu-$95 enot 
tors, is there no other Martyrdom but what bleſſed 
inflicts Death upon us? | but S H 
built us 


Yes, our Saviour ſays, there is reviſing 


and ſayins all manner of Evil againſt u, comiorts 
and this we meet with plentifully ever et GO 
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V Opportunity is thirſted after and glo- 
10 in of expoſing a Man in holy Or- 
ders to Publick Shame. 


How is our poor Church rent aſunder 
and crucify'd, as it were, by Faction and 
Schiſm? Many of her Sons ſtand .afar off, 
while Atheiſts, Deiſts, and Schiſmaticks, 
caſt her in the Tecth ; and Infidelity, un- 
der the Mask of Proteſtantiſm, ſeems to 
ſtand fairer to throw out all Religion, 
than any Romiſh Zeal can do to introduce 
Popery ; into ſuch melancholy Circum- 
ſtances are we falPn, evil in Quality, and 
many in Number. | | 

This. Age ſeems to be the Reverſe of 
jormer Timss. 91. 

It was the Complaint of a Roman Au- 
thor, that they were not able to bear the 
Vices of the Times he liv'd in, theſe we 
an endure, and complain of another Ex- 


[treme , that Virtue is an Eye-ſore, and 


that Praiſe the World heretofore was not 
o ill natur'd to deny the Dead, tho? envi- 
0us enough to living Worth, is refus'd a 
bleſſled Saint now glorify'd in Heaven; 


but SHE that ſo loved our Nation, and 


butlt us Synagogues, and added to the 
comfortable Support of thoſe who miniſter 
at GO D's Altar, ſhall not be forgotten 
by me. when I remember thee our Sion, 

| and 
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and for the good Deeds SHE has done 
to the Houſe of our God Her Memory is 
bleſſed, yea, and ſhall be bleſſed. 

But different Times have different V ices 
and different Views. | 

In the Apoſtles Days Simon Magus thought 
it a Piece of Policy to purchaſe this Holy 
Ghoſt, now another Kind of Simony 1 
more politick, not the purchaſing the Spi. 
rit, but the buying of Spiritual Perſons. 
It was our Saviour's Complaint that 
Men fold in the Temple, and what wou'd 
he now ſay? Wou'd he not come with a 
Rod of Iron to chaſtize thoſe who ſell the 
very Temples and the Gitts dedicated to 
God's Service ? 
And they, whoſe Godlineſs is Gain, are 
now more politick than Judas, and know 
how to fell their Lord for more than Thir- 
ty Pieces. 

A miſtaken Zeal in the Infancy of Reli 
gion would have done Sacrifice to the 
Apoſtles, and now a contrary Fury, in 
theſe Days of a declining Piety , would 

ladly ſacrifice a Biſhop himſelf, a Succel- 
or of the ſame Apoſtles. 

The Two Univerſities, that were of Old 
the boaſted Glory of this our Land, the 
Bulwarks of Religion, and the . of 
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Monarchy, how are they now decry'd and 
debas'd by the Enemies of both ? 

And it were indeed an Argument too 
cutting, too powerful, to prove em uſeleſs, 
if any educated in a cheap and vile Se- 
minary of Schiſm ſhould find his Account 
greater than he who has been with much 
Pains and Study brought up 1n the Schools 
of the Prophets, and with no leſs Coſt 
obtain'd ſuch Degrees in thoſe Learned 
Bodies, that are the wonted Steps to Ho- 


nour and Prefermcnt in Church and State. 


And what have we left to boaſt that 


is truly Great, truly Chriſtian, or truly 
| Engliſh? We ſeem to have loſt all Senſe of 
| Virtue and Religion, Juſtice and Modera- 
| tion, and even of common Humanity and 


good Nature, our Diviſions have introduc'd 


| ugly Diſtinctions, and we appear like the 
| Diſciples of Two Parties, and not of one 
| common Lord. 5 


The Notions of Good and Evil are con- 


| founded, Vice ſhall now paſs tor Virtue, 


and receive a Sanction, as it ſerves the In- 
tereſt of the ſeveral Sides; even Rebellion 
ſhall be fliPd Loyalty, and Loyalty Rebellion; 
bitter is put for ſweet , and ſweet for bitter, 


| Darkneſs for Light, and Light for Darkneſs. 


And what ſhall 1 more ſay? Time 
would fail me, and your Patience too, 


Were 
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were I to obſerve all the untoward Cir. 
cumſtances that now render us a divided 
wicked People, and I fear I have been 
too long already. 
It now remains that I exhort you, and 
that briefly, to follow a more excellent 
Way, that ye be blameleſs and harmleß 
in the midit of a crooked and perver{ 
Nation, leſt haply ye be found this Day to 
have receiv'd the Grace of God 1n vain. 

Others muft do what they pleaſe, play 
faſt and looſe with their Profeſſion, become 
Time-ſervers, betray their Mother Church, 
countenance Schiſmaticks, and truckle their 
Conſciences to Men that have none, ha- 
ving their Perſons in Admiration becauſe 
of Advantage, for there can be no other 
Reaſon. 

Let me now adjure you that come to 
be Conſirm'd, that you be (according to 
the Deſign of {lis Sacred Ordinance) more 


ſtrictly united to our Church, and be con- 


formable Members in all Reſpects where 
her Principles and Doctrine, her Honour 


and Intereſt are concern'd. 


Till this our Church be reſtor'd to her 
Primitive Diſcipline, whicli is much to be 
wiſh'd, and only to be wiſh'd, it behoves 
you to do much of your ſelves by 2 — 
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what She may not be fo able to compel by 
Force. | 

And till our Church be reſtor'd to its 
Rights and Privileges, and be freed from 
the Incumbrances of Sacrilege and Depre- 
dations, which are heavy Burdens, and 
Sins that ſo caſily beſet us, let us lament 
what we cannot amend, and pray tor the 
Proſperity of our Jeruſalem. 

As you are now to make an open Pro- 
kffion of your Faith, be ſure to hold it faſt, 
without wavering, and being rooted and 
eſtabliſhed in the Principles of the Church 
of England, ſtand up in her Defence a- 
gainſt all Schiſmaticks and Hereticks, ha- 
ving ſure Confidence in God's Promiſe, 
that the Gates of Hell ſhall not prevail 
againſt his Church. TH 

Then may our Enemies lay their De- 


| ſigns as deep as Hell, from whence they 


are taken, yet will they find that God is 


there alſo to defeat their Counſels; and 
if we, by our ill Lives, are not in the 
Plot, the Thoughts ot Men will be but 


vain, and their Attempts ſucceſsleſs. 

The Well-being of our Church, next 
unto God, depends upon the ſteddy Prin- 
ciples of Unity in her Sous and Daugh- 
ters, for Diviſions are as dangerous to 
the Church as Rebellion to the State. 

D 2 And 
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And as the Apoſtle beſought his Corin- f From | 
thians, ſo I beſeech you by the Name of came all 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt that ye ſpeak the Rebellio! 
ſame thing, and be perfectly join'd together Our F 
in the fame Mind and judgment, that Things, 
there be no Schiſms, no Diviſions among 
you, and that ye keep the Unity of the 


Spirit in the Bond of Peace. Tho 

Maintain your Integrity in theſe looſe bitter 1 
degenerate Times, and in our Days bf Dif. I think of 
cord, ſtudy the Church's Unity, and the to Wit, 
Means to preſerve it, ſhewing out of a JW we oug 
good Converſation your Works with Meck. WW Honour 
neſs of Wiſdom, and living peaceable and Tho 
quiet Lives in all Godlineſs and Honeſty, raculou 
in all things approving your ſelves the againſt 
Diſciples of the bleſſed Jeſus, nat by the Corah a 
diſtinguiſhing Mark of a Party , but the alive 1 


Badge of Chriſtianity, to wit, the loving judgm 
one another, being charitably minded to- ſengers 
ward thoſe who moſtly diſſent from us, the G 
praying God 10 bring into the Way of Truth the L 
all ſuch as have erred and are deceived, and 48 dea 
beſeeching him to build up thoſe Breaches gogue 


in the Walls of our Jeruſalem which Schil- Ane 
maticks are every Day a making, Preac 

Be not of the Number of thoſe (whoſe but m 
Malice, not their Moderation, is known Fin 
to all Men) that fo diſdainfully, ſo deſpite- who | 
fully ſpeak againſt the Clergy. pn, 1 
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From ſuch a Contempt of ſpiritual Guides, 
came all the diſmal Tragedies, the Wars, 
Rebellions and Murders of the laſt Age ; 

Our Fathers are gone to anſwer for thoſe 
Things, and it behoves us to beware of the 
fame Guilt of ſpiritual Diſorder, Rebellion 
and Schiſm. 

Tho? others go on to revile and ſpeak 
bitter Things againſt us, let not any of you 
think of us otherwiſe then he ought to think, 
to wit, as of the Miniſters of Chriſt, and 
we ought to have them always in double 
Honour that reſpect the Clergy. 

Tho? God does not now Puniſh in a mi- 
raculous Manner, the factious Murmurers 


| againſt the Prieſthood, as in the Caſe of 


Corah and his Accomplices, who went down 
alive into the Pit, yet will he reſerve for 


Judgment all ſuch Contemners or his Meſ- 
ſengers; for the Service of the Miniſters of 


the Goſpel is as precious ſure as that of 


| the Levites, and the Order of the Church 


as dear unto him as that of the Syna- 
gogue. 
And think it not beſide the Duty of the 
Preacher this Day, If I have thus ſtretch'd 
out my Hand to uphold the Ark. 

Finally, my Beloved, for the ſake of him 
who hath call'd us into this State of Salvati- 
on, I now intreat you (as you are to take 
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upon your ſelves what others promis'd ſo. 
you) ſo to take good heed to your ſelve;, 
as to walk in all the Ordinances of Ol 
Lord blameleſs ; | 

That being thus rooted and built up in 
him, you may be ſtill more and more con- 
firm'd in Goodneſs, and ſo go from Grace to 
Grace, from Strength to Strength, till this 
your Grace here, {ſhall be compleated in 
Glory hercafter. 

Now unto him that is able to keep you 
from falling, and to preſent you faultle|; 
betore the Preſence of his Glory with ex. 
ceeding Joy. 


ſe God our Saviour be Glor, 
and Maj:ſty, Dominion and Power, both 
now and for ever. Amen 
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